
When Rescue Comes Too Late 
One of the 
most 
frustrating 
parts of our 
rescue work 
occurs when 
we get an 
animal too late 
to save it.  No 
words can 
convey how 

devastating that feeling is. We get our hopes up that we can 
actually help and save that life, only to find out that we got 
that animal too late to reverse the damage that has been done. 

One such recent example is an orange cat named Cream. 
Cream had been in a group of cats (usually labeled ferals but 
often consisting of domesticated cats abandoned by their 
owners). The cats were used to being fed and then they would 
disappear until the next feeding. One day, the people feeding 
the cats noticed that Cream had liquid dripping out of his 
anus. This continued for many months, along with other 
problems that we will not describe here. You get the picture. 

When we got the call, we immediately wanted to get the poor, 
suffering animal to a veterinarian. After weeks of trying, the 
people finally trapped the cat. It was in miserable condition. 
Words are inadequate to describe the smell. We could only 
imagine the hell endured by Cream. 

Sadly, our veterinarian determined that he could not be saved. 
His intestinal tract was so damaged that it was beyond repair. 
There were several other things wrong, but suffice it to say 
that Cream passed away.  We take comfort in knowing that 
his long suffering is over, and that he is at peace now. Finally. 

We wanted to do so much more for him but have to accept the 
harsh reality of the situation. His death reminds us of how 
precious are the lives we have been able to save. And we do 
save the large majority of animals that we rescue. But we also 
shed quiet tears for those, like Cream, that get to us too late. 
He and others like him didn’t deserve to suffer like that. We 
take consolation in knowing that he did not die alone and in 
agony. He passed away with dignity and in peace, surrounded 
by those who cared. 

Please detach this coupon and return it to: RADIOTHON, ANIMALS IN DISTRESS, P.O BOX 609, COOPERSBURG, PA 18036 

Enclosed is my donation of $_____ to help save lives of desperate animals like Littles, Peach, Miso, Cream, and 
so many others, who seldom get a second (or third or fourth) chance in a world that seldom gives second 
chances. 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Phone number and/or  email if you win a prize__________________________ 

     Check this box if this donation is payment for a you already phoned in: [   ] 

     Check this box if you do not want a receipt for your donation: [   ] 

Please indicate one:  [  ] Check enclosed OR Enter Credit card (MC, Visa, Discover) 

info below: 

      Name on card_____________________________________________ 

      Card number______________________________________ Exp date________ 

       Your signature_________________________________________________  

      Phone if paying by credit card_____________________ 

We can’t help animals like these without 
people like YOU. Thanks for caring when 
many just turn away and try to ignore the 
great need for Kindness to all creatures 

great and small.. You make all the 
difference—more than you can know. 


